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For Kevin Tracewski, 
Guiding Is about People, 
Adventure — and Fish
K
evin Tracewski, a certified fly 
casting instructor and registered 
Maine guide, had an epiphanic 
moment after fishing one summer day 
with his young son.
After limited success fly fishing for 
trout, in spite of employing the best tech­
niques with just the right equipment, his 
son asked Tracewski to explain one more 
time what was wrong with simply haul­
ing in a load of bass from a river with a 
simple but trustworthy lure.
Nothing, Tracewski decided. Fishing is 
fishing, even if there are many different 
ways to approach it. One needn't be a fly 
fishing connoisseur to enjoy catching fish.
"People call and are almost apologetic 
about wanting to just go out and catch a 
lot of fish," he says.
Tracewski says he and his family "have 
been not only to Maine, but to Alaska and 
all these places that are famous and exot­
ic. That's all great and there's nothing 
wrong with that," he says. "And there's 
nothing wrong with going behind your 
house and catching 50 bass or so."
The author of A Fisherman's Guide to 
Maine, Tracewski has taught biology 
classes at UMaine for more than 20 years, 
and has been a devout fishing enthusiast 
for more than 30 years. He often presents 
fly fishing seminars at L.L. Bean in
continued on page 2
Ben Proud, a special 
collections reference 
librarian at Fogler 
Library, left, and Chet 
Rock, associate dean of 
the College of 
Engineering, stand on the 
cupola of the library, 
where Rock discovered 
the old Wingate Hall 
clocktower bell.
Kevin Tracewski
Wingate Bell Found after 50-Year Mystery
C
het Rock, associate dean of the College of Engineering and a man on a mission, 
summed up the source of his frustration recently: "When you think about the 
bell and how heavy it is, it shouldn't have gone far."
Rock has spent the better part of six years, on and off, trying to find out what 
happened to the old Wingate Hall clock tower bell, salvaged after a fire gutted the third 
oldest building on campus in February, 1943.
Originally installed when Wingate was built in 1894, the bell was a signature icon at 
the University of Maine, the subject of a campus song and object of an unknown 
number of student pranks. Wingate Hall also housed the College of Technology, now the 
College of Engineering. After the fire, the Wingate bell was displayed in front of Oak 
Hall for a time, but was moved at some point. No one seemed to remember even the last 
time the old bell chimed.
When and where it was moved puzzled and perplexed Rock and college Dean Larryl 
Matthews, when the planning began about six years ago for a new plaza in the center of 
a cluster of engineering buildings.
Pending final approval from the UMaine Planning Committee, the plaza, named in 
honor of Paul Cloke, the late dean of the college from 1926 to 1950, will be a showpiece. 
The plaza will be a landscaped outdoor congregation area with a clock tower, artwork, 
benches and, potentially, an amphitheater.
"If we could find the bell, we could have both a clock and bell tower," Rock recalls 
thinking.
So began a search that ended March 28 in the cupola on the roof of Fogler Library. 
After chasing down several months' worth of leads and rumors, plus interviews with 
some of the university's long-time employees, since retired, Rock went to Ben Proud in 
Fogler Library's Special Collections and began browsing old UMaine yearbooks. 
Beginning with 1943 in search of clues, Rock struck gold with the 11th book, the 1953 
Prism, which had a photo of the Wingate bell being hoisted atop the library in June of 
1951.
A few hours later, Rock and Proud wound their way up the narrow passageways to 
the roof, scampered up an aluminum ladder to the cupola and pried the paint-caked 
padlock off the door, revealing the heavy bronze bell mounted above two rusted steel 
hammers protruding from a 12-inch layer of pigeon guano.
"This is a historic day for the university," Rock proclaimed.
The answer to the mystery of the bell lay somewhere in the generation gap between 
retired university employees and those of the present. More than a dozen inquiries 
produced no one who remembered the bell firsthand. continued on page 3
Tracewski from page 1
Freeport, and operates Tracewski's 
Fishing Adventures vacation planning 
and guide service from his home in Old 
Town in his spare time and summers. 
Tracewski insists the personal 
experiences of a fishing trip are more 
significant than the catch for many 
people.
Consider the weekend two months 
ago when a father and his 12-year-old 
son from Texas flew to Maine to go ice 
fishing with Tracewski. Tracewski 
prepared the packs, food, gear and 
other provisions.
"We had to snowmobile 5-6 miles 
across the frozen lake," he says. The 
boy was fascinated. "It was great to see 
that; somebody who had never seen ice 
or snow to do something like that," 
Tracewski says. "Once we drilled 
through the ice he was standing on, he 
didn't even need to bait a hook.
"For them, it was not about the body 
count of the fish," Tracewski says.
Tracewski brings a unique perspec­
tive to fishing, fly fishing in particular.
With bachelor's and master's 
degrees in entomology, he knows 
insects. Knowing, for instance, when 
and where different insects hatch, he 
can offer trout the environmentally 
correct fly of the day. And with the 
expertise of an entomologist, Tracewski 
ties his flies with microscopic precision.
With a background in science, he 
also can field questions many people 
cannot.
"When somebody asks me what 
makes a fish in this pond bigger than 
the fish in that pond, as a scientist, I can 
actually tell them," he says.
When Tracewski started fishing in 
Maine 25 years ago, he didn't set out to 
become a Maine guide. After publishing 
his book in 2004, a travelogue of Maine 
told through fishing anecdotes and pro­
files of local fishing personalities, peo­
ple began calling him to ask advice. 
Taking the exam for a guide's license 
"seemed like a natural outgrowth for 
me," he says, and it is a way to generate 
a little income doing something he says 
he loves to do, fish and teach.
Additionally, Tracewski adds, "I'm a 
people kind of guy. I definitely like the 
personal relationships" with clients 
who come back for new trips each year.
"I've kind of got the best of both 
worlds," he says.
Tracewski's Web site is at 
www.fishguideme.com. ■
Along the Mall . . .
35 Faculty Members 
Promoted or Tenured
Thirty-five UMaine faculty members, repre­
senting each of UMaine’s academic colleges 
and Cooperative Extension, recently 
were promoted or granted tenure. The 
University of Maine System Board of Trustees 
approved the tenure promotions at its March 
19-20 meeting at the University of Maine at 
Presque Isle.
“Promotion and tenure are significant mile­
stones in a professor’s career, achieved by 
demonstrating extraordinary accomplishments 
in teaching, scholarship and service,” UMaine 
President Robert Kennedy wrote in a letter 
announcing the board’s action.
Kennedy congratulated the professors “on 
their dedication to the University of Maine, 
their service to the State of Maine, and their 
dedication to higher education.”
The following is the list of the faculty 
members whose promotion and/or tenure were 
formalized by the board.
Promoted to full professors:
College of Business, Public Policy and 
Health: Sandra S. Butler, social work;
College of Engineering: Darrell W. Donahue, 
chemical and biological engineering; Eric N. 
Landis, civil engineering; and Michael L. 
Peterson, mechanical engineering;
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences: Curvin 
G. Farnham, music; Laurie E. Hicks, art; 
Stephen J. Hornsby, anthropology and 
Canadian studies; Shannon E. Martin, commu­
nication and journalism: Douglas W. Nangle, 
psychology; Owen F. Smith, art; and Kristin D. 
Sobolik, anthropology and Climate Change 
Institute;
College of Natural Sciences, Forestry and 
Agriculture: Eleanor Groden, entomology; 
Scott E. Johnson, structural geology and tec­
tonics; and Kirk A. Maasch, Earth sciences and 
Climate Change Institute.
Promoted to professor with tenure from the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences: Scott 
Collins, chemistry and Laboratory for Surface 
Science and Technology.
Promoted to research associate professor: 
Gordon S. Hamilton, Climate Change Institute.
Promoted to associate professors with 
tenure:
College of Business, Public Policy and 
Health: Natalie M. Steiger, management;
College of Education and Human 
Development: Elizabeth J. Allan, higher educa­
tion leadership; and Abigail C. Garthwait, 
instructional technology;
College of Engineering: William DeSisto, 
chemical engineering; Jean D. MacRae, civil 
and environmental engineering;
Mauricio Pereira da Cunha, electrical and 
computer engineering: Anthony Stefanidis, 
information sciences and engineering: and 
Senthil S. Vel, mechanical engineering;
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences: Gisela 
R. Hoecherl-Alden, German; Jessica P. Miller, 
philosophy: Susan A. Pinette, modern 
languages:
College of Natural Sciences, Forestry and 
Agriculture: Robert C. Causey, animal and 
veterinary sciences; Karl J. Kreutz, Earth 
sciences and Climate Change Institute; Renae 
E. Moran, pomology; and Jeremy S. Wilson, 
forest resources.
Granted tenure at the rank of associate 
professor, from the College of Education and 
Human Development: Richard H. Ackerman, 
educational leadership.
Promoted to associate extension professor 
with continuing contracts: Mark L. Hutchinson 
in the Knox/Lincoln County office; Jennifer F. 
Lobley in the Washington County office, 
which also covers Hancock County: and 




Mary Ellen Camire of the 
UMaine food science and 
human nutrition faculty was 
recently appointed to the 
Council for Agricultural
Science and Technology (CAST) Board of 
Directors.
She will represent AACC International, a 
scientific society addressing the use of grains 
as food. CAST is a nonprofit organization that 
assembles, interprets and communicates 
credible, science-based information regionally, 
nationally and internationally to legislators, 
regulators, policymakers, the media, the 
private sector and the public.
Kearney Joins 
Editorial Board
Adrienne Kearney, associate 
professor of economics, has 
been appointed to the 
editorial board of the Eastern 
Economic Journal.
She will join colleagues from Columbia 
University, Cambridge University and the 
University of Maryland. The journal is 
published quarterly by the Eastern Economics 
Association. Established in 1973, the journal 
publishes papers written from every 
perspective, in all areas of economics.
Athletic Events
UMaine Wins Silver for 
Employee Wellness Initiatives
T
he University of Maine 
has received a silver 
award from the 
Wellness Council of America 
(WELCOA), a testament to the 
university's commitment to 
encouraging employees to 
lead more active, healthier 
lives, says Andrea Walker, 
HealthyU Employee Wellness 
Program manager.
WELCOA awards are 
determined by the degree to which a 
company or organization can reach seven 
health-oriented benchmarks. Benchmarks 
include creating structured preventative 
health programs and providing 
employees with reliable health-oriented 
information to keep them better informed 
about the need to exercise.
"The university has made a 
commitment to the overall health and 
well-being of our employees," says Janet 
Waldron, vice president for administration 
and finance. "Research supports the claim 
that employee wellness programs, such as 
HealthyU, can reduce physical health 
risks and create a healthier, happier, more 
productive workforce. An additional 
benefit is that associated costs are reduced 
over a 10-year period, yielding a return of 
at least two-to-one on the investment."
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WELCOA projects 
healthcare insurance costs will 
increase 14 percent a year, 
Walker adds. "If an 
organization follows the seven 
benchmarks, there is proven 
research that it'll be able to 
contain healthcare costs," she 
says.
UMaine President Robert 
Kennedy's wellness vision for 
the University of Maine is to 
"create an awareness of self-efficacy and 
healthy choices that will improve quality 
of life, reduce future health insurance 
premiums, decrease absenteeism and 
improve productivity while strengthening 
UMaine's ability to retain and attract 
employees."
UMaine has introduced in the last few 
years more than eight initiatives to 
provide employees with opportunities 
and incentives to engage in a wide variety 
of wellness programs centered on 
physical activity, nutrition and stress 
reduction. Information about HealthyU 
options is available by calling Walker at 
581-4058. ■
4/8 Softball vs. Vermont................. TBA
4/9 Softball vs. Vermont................. 12:00
4/13 Baseball vs. Stony Brook........... 4:00
4/14 Baseball vs. Stony Brook........... 4:00
4/15 Baseball vs. Stony Brook........... 1:00
4/18 Softball vs. Colby....................... 4:00
Baseball vs. Thomas.................... 4:00
4/21 Baseball vs. NYIT....................... 4:00
4/22 Baseball vs. NYIT....................... 1:00
4/23 Baseball vs. NYIT....................... 1:00
4/25 Baseball vs. Colby ..................... 6:00
4/26 Softball vs. BU ........................... 1:00
Baseball vs. Holy Cross.............. 5:00
4/29 Softball vs. Binghamton ........... 1:00
4/30 Softball vs. Binghamton ......... 12:00
5/5 Softball vs. UMBC..................... 2:30
Baseball vs. Albany..................... 4:00
5/6 Softball vs. UMBC ................... 11:00
Baseball vs. Albany.................... 1:00
Wingate tower bell
Wingate Bell from page 1
David Smith, professor emeritus of history, 
who wrote a history of the university, had 
no information on the bell, Rock says.
Jim Treadwell, the former associate 
director of Facilities Management for 
maintenance and service, who retired in 
1999 after 38 years on the job, remembered 
once finding in a steam pit some old cannon 
balls from the two U.S.S. Constitution 
cannons behind Wingate and Fernald halls, 
but no bell.
Dave Fowler, executive custodian for 
Facilities Management, remembers moving 
the old Lion train engine from Orono to the
University of Maine at Machias before it went to the Maine State Museum, but no clock 
tower bell. Roger Richards, an electrician with Facilities for 45 years, who was just 17 
when he came to campus as an electrical lineman, also didn't know anything about the 
missing bell.
"There's nobody alive that I worked with in 1959, not a soul," Richards says. "When 
I retired two years ago, I was the last (from) the electrical shop, and plumbing shop, too. 
All those people who were here before me are gone. When I came here, those people 
were all grown men. If even one was alive, he would be in his 90s."
And there the human trail went cold. But Rock pursued the paper trail, and his 
persistence paid off. "I'm just so excited about finding the bell," he says. ■
Publications & Presentations
Constant Albertson, assistant professor, art 
and art education; and David Pariser, professor, 
art education, Concordia University, Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada, "Reflective Writing: Blogging 
in the Student Teaching Internships," annual 
meeting, National Art Education Association, 
Chicago (March 26).
David Borwein, professor emeritus, mathemat­
ics, University of Western Ontario; Jonathan 
M. Borwein, Canada research chair, computer 
science, Dalhousie University; and David M. 
Bradley, associate professor, mathematics, 
"Parametric Euler Sum Identities," Journal of 
Mathematical Analysis and Applications (April 
2006).
Yasushi Ozaki, former visiting scientist, paper 
surface science; Douglas W. Bousfield, profes­
sor, chemical engineering; and Stephen M. 
Shaler, professor, wood science and technology, 
"Three-Dimensional Observation of Coated 
Paper by Confocal Laser Scanning Microscope," 
TAPPI Journal (Feb. 2006).
Nancy R. Curtis, science and engineering refer­
ence librarian, Fogler Library, "Windswept: The 
Story of Wind and Weather," Library Journal 
(Feb. 2006).
Ben Herzog, former undergraduate and gradu­
ate student; Barry Goodell, professor, wood 
science and technology; Roberto Lopez-Anido, 
associate professor, civil and environmental 
engineering; and Doug Gardner, professor of 
wood science and technology, "Durability of 
Fiber-Reinforced Polymer (FRP) Composite- 
Wood Hybrid Products Fabricated Using the 
Composites Pressure Resin Infusion System 
(ComPRIS)," Forest Products Journal (Nov. 2005).
Dianne Hoff, assistant professor, educational 
leadership, Catherine Menard and Jeanna 
Tuell, doctoral students, "Where Are the 
Women in School Administration? Issues of 
Access, Acculturation, Advancement and 
Advocacy," Journal of Women in Educational 
Leadership (2006).
Kim Huisman, assistant professor, sociology; 
Jeri Martinez, public policy and educational 
consultant on domestic violence issues; and 
Cathleen Wilson, assistant director, Women s 
Rape Crisis Center, Burlington, Vt., "Training 
Police Officers on Domestic Violence and 
Racism — Challenges and Strategies," Violence 
Against Women (2005).
Chris Lage, Ph.D. student and postdoctoral 
researcher, biological sciences; Irv L. Kornfield, 
professor, zoology, and associate director, 
School of Marine Sciences, "Reduced Genetic 
Diversity and Effective Population Size in an 
Endangered Atlantic Salmon (Salmo Salar)
Population from Maine, USA," Conservation 
Genetics (Feb. 2006).
Kristin M. Langellier and Eric E. Peterson, 
professors, communication and journalism, 
"Engaging Cultural Differences in the 
Classroom: On Teaching What You're Not," 
Kommunikationskulturen: Intra- und Interkulturell 
(2005).
Suming Jin, former Ph.D. student, and 
Stephen A. Sader, professor, forest resources, 
"MODIS Time-Series Imagery for Forest 
Disturbance Detection and Quantification of 
Patch Size Effects," Remote Sensing of 
Environment (Dec. 2005).
James Moreira, director, Maine Folklife Center, 
assistant professor, anthropology, "The 
'Flowering Thorn': International Ballad 
Studies," Western Folklore (2005).
Lawrence E. Bragge, Oil Search, New Guinea; 
Ulrike Claas, independent scholar, Universitat 
Gottingen, Germany; and Paul Roscoe, profes­
sor and department chair, anthropology, "On 
the Edge of Empire: Military Brokers in the 
Sepik 'Tribal Zone,"' American Ethnologist (Feb. 
2006).
Linda Perry, researcher, archaeobiology pro­
gram, Department of Anthropology, National 
Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian 
Institution; Daniel H. Sandweiss, professor, 
anthropology, climate change and dean and 
associate provost for graduate studies; Dolores 
R. Piperno, senior researcher, archaeobiology 
program, National Museum of Natural History, 
Smithsonian Institution, and Smithsonian 
Tropical Research Institute; Kurt Rademaker, 
graduate student, Climate Change Institute; 
Michael A. Malpass, professor, anthropology, 
Ithaca College; Adan Umire, archaeologist, 
Peru; and Pablo de la Vera, archaeologist, 
National Institute of Culture, Arequipa, Peru, 
and professor, archaeology, San Agustin 
National University, Arequipa, Peru, "Early 
Maize Agriculture and Interzonal Interaction in 
Southern Peru," Nature (March 2006).
Jeremy A. Thiele, former graduate student, 
and Mauricio Pereira da Cunha, assistant 
professor, electrical and computer engineering, 
"High Temperature LGS SAW Gas Sensor," 
Sensors and Actuators B-Chemical (Feb. 2006).
Sydney Thomas, associate professor, counselor 
education, "One Last Time," Journal of Poetry 
Therapy (March 2006).
James Troiano, professor, Spanish, 
"Pirandello's Influence on Two of Argentina's 
Foremost Authors" Vol. XVIII, The Journal of the 
Pirandello Society of America (2005).
Subramanium Vaitheeswaran, former 
graduate student, physics; Hao Yin, graduate 
student, chemistry; and Jayendran C. Rasaiah, 
professor, chemistry, and cooperating professor, 
physics, "Water between Plates in the Presence 
of an Electric Field in an Open System," Journal 
of Physical Chemistry B (April 2005); also, 
Vaitheeswaran; Yin; Gerhard Hummer, 
National Institutes of Health; and Rasaiah, 
"Water Clusters in Nonpolar Cavities," 
Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences (Dec. 2004); and Vaitheeswaran, Yin 
and Rasaiah, presentation posters, National 
Meeting of the American Chemistry Society, 
Washington, D.C., "Water Between Plates in the 
Presence of an Electric Field in an Open 
System" and "Water Clusters in Nonpolar 
Cavities" (August 2005).
Calendar
For a full listing of UMaine activities 
and calendar events, check the Web at: 
http://calendar.umaine.edu
Save the Date!
Elements of a 
Chinese Carden 
Photographer Marta Morse 
Bodwell Lounge, Hudson Museum
April 20, 4 p.m.
SPA Orchestra Concert
Minsky Recital Hall 
Class of 1944 Hall 
April 29, 7:30 p.m.
Go Blue Friday 
April 14
Online Resources
UMaine
www.umaine.edu
Inside UMaine
www.umaine.edu/insideumaine
UMaine Today Online
www.umaine.edu/umainetoday
UMaine Today magazine
www.umainetoday.umaine.edu
MaineSci
www.umaine.edu/mainesci
Go Black Bears
http://goblackbears.collegesports.com
